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Why are we making the changes? 
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Childminders would 

like the opportunity 

to grow their 

business and take on 

more children 

Some childminders 

are reluctant to 

operate from their 

own home due to the 

disruption this can 

cause to family life

Prospective 

childminders are 

prevented from 

joining the profession 

due to property 

barriers

The new flexibilities which came into force on 1 November respond to what we have heard from 

childminders and the sector which included: 

Working with more 

childminders and 

assistants can help 

reduce loneliness 

and encourage peer 

learning

They should help childminders to join and stay in the profession, helping people to become 

childminders who previously couldn’t, such as those who are unable or do not want to work from their 

home, and giving childminders the flexibility to grow their business if this is what they want. 



What will the new flexibilities do? 
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Create a new category of childminder (childminder without domestic 
premises) who will work entirely from non-domestic premises.

Increase, from 3 to 4, the total number of people (childminders and/or 
assistants) who can work together under a childminder’s registration.

Give childminders and childcare on domestic premises more flexibility to 
spend more time operating outside of domestic premises, such a community 
hall or school.

Increase the number of people needed for CODPs to 5 or more people 
providing care (CODPs that were registered, or applied to register, before 1 
November can continue operating with 4 or more people).

Currently, at least half of a childminder’s provision must be provided on domestic premises, 
and they are limited to working with a maximum of 3 people in total (including the childminder).  
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Differences:

• Childminders with domestic premises 

can choose how much time they spend 

on domestic or non-domestic premises 

(as long as they spend some time on 

their domestic premises).

• Childminders without domestic 

premises cannot register domestic 

premises and cannot care for children 

on domestic premises at any time. 

• Childminders without domestic 

premises will not need DBS checks for 

household members. DBS checks will 

only be required for the childminder 

and their assistant/s.

Similarities:

• Childminders must follow the early years foundation 

stage (EYFS) statutory framework for childminders 

• We have clarified that ‘childminder’ applies to both 

childminder with and without domestic premises. 

• Ofsted and CMAs will assess childminders against the 

EYFS requirements in the same way, regardless of 

where they operate

• Both categories can take children on outings. The EYFS 

for childminders has information about keeping children 

safe on outings, which could include a park or library.

• Both categories are required to seek approval from 

Ofsted or their CMAs before they can operate from 

individual non-domestic premises.

Ofsted and childminder agencies (CMAs) will continue to regulate the safety and quality of childcare provision in line 

with their legislative responsibilities. 

Key differences between childminders with and without domestic premises 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2


High-level timeline for the changes
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September

Approval from 
ministers to progress 

with the changes 

16 October

Updates to EYFS 
published, effective 
from 1 November 

September/October

Work with Ofsted, 
CMAs & LAs to 

support 
implementation

1 November 

New flexibilities 
come into effect

Engagement with stakeholders, comms and guidance to support introduction



We want to work with the sector to promote the 

new flexibilities and support childminders to get 

ready for the changes.  

• DfE is working with Ofsted and childminder 

agencies and LAs to support implementation of 

the new flexibilities

• We’re attending a range of events to talk about 

the changes. 

• We encourage you to utilise your networks to 

promote the changes

Next steps
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Where to get more information

• Updated EYFS were published on 16 

October and came into effect on 1 

November - Early years foundation 

stage (EYFS) statutory frameworks

• Ofsted’s blog: New changes for 

childminders coming soon 

• Guidance:  Register as a childminder 

or childcare on domestic premises

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://earlyyears.blog.gov.uk/2024/10/16/new-changes-for-childminders-coming-soon/
https://earlyyears.blog.gov.uk/2024/10/16/new-changes-for-childminders-coming-soon/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/childminders-and-childcare-providers-register-with-ofsted/childminders-and-childcare-on-domestic-premises-registration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/childminders-and-childcare-providers-register-with-ofsted/childminders-and-childcare-on-domestic-premises-registration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/childminders-and-childcare-providers-register-with-ofsted/childminders-and-childcare-on-domestic-premises-registration
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Agenda

▪ Provider types
▪ Childminders without domestic premises

▪ Childminders (with domestic)

▪ Childcare on domestic premises

▪ Choosing the right registration for you

▪ Upcoming guidance and communications from 
Ofsted

▪ Further resources



Registration timescales

▪ 12 weeks - Early Years Register applications

▪ 10 week - Childcare Register Applications

Approval of additional premises are usually quicker, but dependent on 
any additional checks needed.



Provider types



Childminder without domestic 
premises (CMWDP)



Childminder without domestic premises 
(CMWDP)

You are a CMWDP and can register with Ofsted or a 
Childminder agency if you are:

▪ caring for children ages 0-8 years old (not including 
those you have parental responsibility for, or are 
otherwise related to)

▪ for payment or reward

▪ for more than 2 hours a day

▪ on any approved non-domestic premises only

▪ a maximum of 4 people providing or assisting with 
childcare.



Childminder without domestic premises

(CMWDP)

▪ Childminders must gain approval from Ofsted/CMA 
before they provide childcare from any non -
domestic premises, including moving the whole 
provision.

▪ They can have multiple approved non-domestic 
premises but can only provide care from one 
premises at any one time.

▪ Providers must let us know how they are using 
their premises and splitting their time.



Childminder without domestic premises 
(CMWDP)

▪ Assistants can be left for up to 2 hours – the 
CMWDP remains responsible for the childcare 
at all times. 

▪ Childminders must inform Ofsted and CMA of 
changes to people looking after children. 

▪ Ofsted will complete checks on anyone looking 
after children and not household members.



Childminder without domestic premises

(CMWDP)

Inspection:

We already inspect childminders who also work up to 50% of their time on non-

domestic premises using the tools available.



Childminders (on domestic 
premises)



Childminders

Childminders can now:

▪ provide care on a domestic premises and any 
approved non-domestic premises for some of the 
time.

▪ CM must gain approval from Ofsted/CMA before 
they use any non - domestic premises.



Childminders

▪ They need to provide information about everyone 
looking after children, working or living on 
the premises.

▪ There can be a maximum of 4 people providing or 
assisting with childcare.



Childcare on domestic premises
(CODP)



Childcare on Domestic Premise 
(CODP)

Providers must register as a CODP if at any time there are 5 
or more people, working as a group to provide or assist 
with childcare

You can register with Ofsted or a Childminder agency if you 
are:

▪ caring for children ages 0-8 years old (not including those 
you have parental responsibility for, or are otherwise 
related to)

▪ on a domestic premises and any approved non-domestic 
premises for some of the time

▪ for payment or reward
▪ for more than 2 hours a day



Childcare on Domestic Premise 
(CODP)

▪ CODP must apply to register with Ofsted/CMA 
again if they wish to move domestic premises.

▪ CODP must gain approval from Ofsted/CMA 
before operating from any non - domestic 
premises.



Childcare on Domestic Premise (CODP)

▪ They need to notify Ofsted about everyone looking after 
children, working or living on the premises for 
appropriate checks to be completed.

▪ There must be 5 or more people providing or assisting 
with childcare to register, this means 5 EY2 forms on 
application.

▪ If the number of people frequently falls below 5, the 
provider may wish to register as a childminder for those 
times.



Childcare on Domestic Premise 
(CODP)

▪ Currently we have 211 CoDP providers 
registered with Ofsted and 11 with CMAs. 

▪ These providers are already registered and can 
continue operating under the current 
requirement of 4 people providing or assisting 
with childcare. 



Choosing what is right for 
you



What provider type?

This is a childminder 
registration (CM)

This is a childminder without 
domestic premises 

registration (CMWDP)

This is a childcare on 
domestic premises 
registration (CoDP)

This is a childcare on non-
domestic premises 

registration (CoNDP)

Domestic premises (for 
some, or all of the 
time, and possibly 
some of the time on a 
non-domestic 
premises).

A non-domestic 
premises at all 
times.

Domestic premises (for 
some, or all of the 
time, and possibly 
some of the time on a 
non-domestic 
premises)

A non-domestic 
premises at all 
times.

How many people will be working with the children at any single time?

This is a childminder registration.
Where will you be working from?

This is a daycare / group provision registration.
Where will you be working from?

There are 5 or more people working with children at any 
single time. 

There are 1-4 people working with children at any single 
time. (Excluding small daycare providers)

This includes any arrangement of childminders, 
Co-childminders and assistants. 

Small daycare



Upcoming guidance and 
communication



Guidance and communications



Further guidance



Further guidance:
SCAN ME

linktr.ee/ofstedbeststartinlife

Early years and childcare registration 

Early years and childcare regulation 

Ofsted inspections of early years and 
childcare providers

https://linktr.ee/ofstedbeststartinlife
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-registration
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/ofsteds-inspection-of-early-years-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/ofsteds-inspection-of-early-years-providers




? Questions



Thank you
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