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Bolton's Local Plan Publication Draft: Representation Form
Consultation closes at 11:59pm on 26th November 2026
This consultation is being held under Regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning Regulations 2012 (as amended).
The form has three parts:
Part A: This section outlines your personal details. You only need to complete this once, regardless of how many representations you make.
Part B: This section outlines the representation you want to make.
Part C: Covers supporting documents, how you would like to be kept informed about the plan, and whether you would like to appear at the examination on the Local Plan.
Use this Word form if you wish to comment on several aspects of the Plan. Complete Part A and C once, then fill in a separate Part B sheet for each comment you wish to make on an individual policy, section or paragraph. If you have a single comment on the Plan, or one general comment, you may find it easier to use the online form on Bolton Council's Local Plan webpage: https://www.bolton.gov.uk/planning-policy-strategy/local-plan 
Send the completed form by email to ldfconsultation@bolton.gov.uk, or by post to Local Plan, Strategic Planning Team, Bolton Council, 3rd Floor, Town Hall, Victoria Square, Bolton, BL1 1RU.
Guidance notes on completing the form are at the end of this document.
Your response - keeping your data safe
Comments cannot be treated as confidential. Your comment will be published on our website and names will be published. Your contact details and any personal information, including signatures, will be redacted from published responses but your name and contact details will be sent to the Planning Inspector who will conduct an examination in public on the Local Plan.
Any personal data you provide will be held securely, in line with our retention schedule and privacy policy: www.bolton.gov.uk/data-protection-freedom-information/privacy-notices
The Council will process the personal data on this form in accordance with the Planning Strategy Privacy Notice, at: https://www.bolton.gov.uk/downloads/file/3753/planning-strategy-privacy-notice.

 


Part A: Your details
Complete this once, however many policies you comment on. As mentioned above, your details will be published as part of the examination process.
Q1. Are you responding as an agent (on behalf of someone else)?
	☐
	Yes
	☐
	No


 
Q1.a If you are an agent submitting this on behalf of a client, please indicate your client's interest here.
	☐
	Resident
	☐
	Developer, landowner or promoter
	☐
	Parish or town council

	☐
	Business
	☐
	Community or voluntary group
	☐
	Statutory consultee or public body


 
Q1.b If you are responding as an agent, give your client's name, organisation and address.
	 


 
Please provide your details below:
Q2. Title:
	 


 
Q3. Full name (required):
	 


 
Q4. Job title, where relevant:
	 


 
Q5. Organisation, group or company, where relevant:
	 


 
Q6. Telephone number:
	 


 
Q7. Email address:
	 


 
Q8. Address:
	 


 
Q9. Postcode:
	 


 

 


Part B: Your representation (one sheet for each representation)
Fill in Part B to comment on the plan. Please repeat Part B of this form for each new policy or part of the plan you comment on. 
Q10. Name or organisation
	 


 
Q11. Which part of the Local Plan does this representation relate to? Choose the policy your comment is about. If your comment is general, or is not about one particular policy, choose "Other / general comment" instead.
	☐
	Paragraph
	☐
	Policy
	☐
	Policies Map

	☐
	Allocation
	☐
	Other / general comment
	 
	 


 
Q12. Please give the paragraph number (if any).
	 


 
Q13. Please give the policy reference (if any).
	 


 
Q14. Please give the site or allocation reference (if any).
	 


 
Q15. Please give the Policies Map reference (if any).
	 


 
Q16. Do you consider the Local Plan is the following?
	 
	Yes
	No

	Legally compliant
	☐
	☐

	Sound
	☐
	☐


 
Q17. Please give details of why you consider the Local Plan is not legally compliant or is unsound. Please be as precise as possible. If you wish to support the legal compliance or soundness of the Local Plan, please also use this box to set out your comments.
	 


 
Q18. Please set out the modification or modifications you consider necessary to make the Local Plan legally compliant and sound, in respect of any legal compliance or soundness matters you have identified above. You will need to say why each modification will make the Local Plan legally compliant or sound.
	 


 
Please note: in your representation you should provide succinctly all the evidence and supporting information necessary to support your representation and your suggested modifications. You should not assume that you will have a further opportunity to make submissions. After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the Inspector, based on the matters and issues they identify for examination.

 


Part C: Supporting documents, keeping you informed and the examination
These answers apply to all your comments.
Supporting documents
Complete this section once, for all your representations.
Q19. Do you wish to submit supporting documents?
	☐
	Yes
	☐
	No, I am not submitting any supporting documents


 
You may submit supporting documents with your representation. Please refer to the documents in your answers at questions 17 and 18. Please email your documents along with this form to ldfconsultation@bolton.gov.uk 
List your documents in the table below, providing details of what the document is, the name of the document and the file name. The name of the document must match the file name exactly, so that the file and the entry can be matched. Add rows if needed.

	Name of the document
	What the document is
	File name

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


 
Keeping you informed
Q20. Please tick any of the following you would like to be notified about, at the address or email given in Part A.
	☐
	When the plan is submitted for examination
	☐
	When the Inspector's report is published
	☐
	When the plan is adopted


 
The examination
Q21. Do you want to speak at the hearing sessions?
	☐
	Yes
	☐
	No


 
You can only ask to speak if you asked for a change. Written and spoken comments carry the same weight.
Q22. If yes, which of your comments do you want to speak about?
	 


 
Q23. If yes, why do you want to speak at the hearing?
	 


 
Q24. If yes, how would you prefer to attend?
	☐
	In person
	☐
	Online
	☐
	No preference


 
Q25. If yes, do you need anything arranged so you can take part?
	 


 
Q26. I understand my comments cannot be treated as confidential, that they will be sent to the Secretary of State and the Inspector, and that they will be published with my name.
	☐
	I understand


 
Q27. Name:
	 


 
Q28. Date:
	 


 
About you
Your answers in this section help us to make sure we are getting views from different types of people.
Q29. Which age group are you in?
	☐
	18 - 24
	☐
	25 - 34
	☐
	35 - 44

	☐
	45 - 54
	☐
	55 - 64
	☐
	65 - 74

	☐
	75 - 84
	☐
	85 or over
	 
	 


 
Q30. Are your day-to-day activities limited because of a long-term physical or mental health condition / illness?
	☐
	Yes, limited a lot
	☐
	Yes, limited a little
	☐
	No


 
Q31. What is your ethnic group?
	☐
	White British
	☐
	White other
	☐
	Mixed or multiple ethnic group

	☐
	Asian or Asian British
	☐
	Black, Black British, Caribbean or African
	☐
	Other ethnic group


 
Q32. Which of these best describes the home you live in?
	☐
	Owned - outright without a mortgage / loan

	☐
	Owned – with a mortgage / loan

	☐
	Rented – from a housing association / social landlord e.g. Bolton at Home

	☐
	Rented – from a private landlord

	☐
	Live with parents, family or friends and pay them some rent

	☐
	Live rent-free with parents, family or friends

	☐
	Other


 
If other, please tell us more.
	 


 
Please return your response via email to ldfconsultation@bolton.gov.uk or post to: Local Plan, Strategic Planning Team, Bolton Council, 3rd Floor, Town Hall, Victoria Square, Bolton, BL1 1RU.

 
[bookmark: GuidanceNotes]Guidance notes
The Publication version of the Bolton Local Plan is published in accordance with legal requirements in order for representations to be made prior to its submission to the Government for independent public examination.
The legal basis for the public examination is to consider whether the plan complies with legal requirements and is 'sound'.
The representation form is split into three parts:
• Part A for your personal details (and agent details where necessary).
• Part B for your representations.
• Part C for supporting documents, how you would like to be kept informed about the plan, and whether you would like to appear at the examination in public.
Part A: Your details
You only need to complete this once, regardless of how many representations you make.
Please complete this section fully as it is not possible for anonymous comments to be considered. Comments will be published on the council's website and will be submitted alongside the Local Plan for independent examination. Signatures and contact details will be redacted from all published responses.
Please supply an email address if you have one as it will allow us to keep you fully informed about the plan process.
Everyone who submits comments will be added to the council's local plan database (if not already included). Please advise us if you do not wish to be added to this database.
Part B: Your representations
If you would like to comment on several aspects of the Local Plan, you should complete a separate sheet for each representation (one for each paragraph, policy or Policies Map point you wish to comment on).
Questions 11 - 15: Please specify which section of the Local Plan your comments relate to. Please provide as much detail as possible.
Legal compliance and test of soundness (questions 16 - 18): The Inspector will first check that the plan meets the legal requirements for plan-making before moving on to the tests of soundness. You should consider the following before making comments on legal compliance:
The Local Plan should be included in the current Local Development Scheme and the key stages should have been followed. If the plan is not in the current scheme it should not have been published for comments. The Local Development Scheme should be on the council's website. The Local Development Scheme can be viewed by following the link below:
https://www.bolton.gov.uk/downloads/file/6412/local-development-scheme-2024
The process of community involvement for the Local Plan should be in general accordance with the council's Statement of Community Involvement, which sets out the council's strategy for involving the community in the preparation and revision of Local Development Documents, including local plans. The Statement of Community Involvement can be viewed by following the link below:
https://www.bolton.gov.uk/downloads/file/4649/adopted-bolton-statement-of-community-involvement-2022
The Plan should comply with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. On publication, the council must publish the documents prescribed in the Regulations, making them available on its website and at its principal offices. The council must also notify the various persons and organisations set out in the Regulations and any persons who have requested to be notified.
The council is required to provide a Sustainability Appraisal when it publishes a plan, which often forms part of an Integrated Assessment (IA). The IA identifies the process by which the appraisal has been carried out, the baseline information used to inform the process, and the outcomes of that process. It is a tool for appraising the plan to ensure it reflects social, environmental and economic factors.
Soundness is explained in the National Planning Policy Framework. For the Bolton Local Plan to be found sound the inspector must be satisfied that the Plan is:
Positively prepared: providing a strategy which, as a minimum, seeks to meet the area's objectively assessed needs, and is informed by agreements with other authorities, so that unmet need from neighbouring areas is accommodated where it is practical to do so and is consistent with achieving sustainable development;
Justified: An appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable alternatives, and based on proportionate evidence;
Effective: deliverable over the plan period, and based on effective joint working on cross-boundary strategic matters that have been dealt with rather than deferred, as evidenced by the statement of common ground;
Consistent with national policy: enabling the delivery of sustainable development in accordance with the policies of the National Planning Policy Framework and other statements of national planning policy, where relevant.
If you think the content of the plan is not sound because it does not include a policy on a particular issue, you should go through the following steps before making comments:
• Is the issue already covered specifically by national planning policy?
• Is the issue already covered by another policy in this plan, or the Places for Everyone Plan?
• If the policy is not covered elsewhere, in what way is the plan unsound without the policy?
• If the plan is unsound without the policy, what should the policy say?
If you wish to make comments seeking a change to the plan or part of a plan, you should set out clearly in what way you consider the plan or part of the plan is not legally compliant or sound, having regard as appropriate to the soundness criteria set out above. Your comments should be supported by evidence wherever possible. It will be helpful to your case if you also say precisely how you think the plan should be changed.
You should succinctly provide all the evidence and supporting information necessary to support your comments and your suggested changes. Any further submissions after the plan has been submitted for public examination may only be made if invited by the Inspector, based on the matters, issues and questions he or she identifies.
Part C: Supporting documents, keeping you informed and the examination
Please consider carefully how you would like your comments to be dealt with in the examination: whether you are content to rely on your written comments, or whether you wish to take part in hearing session(s). Only people who are seeking a change to the plan have a right to be heard at the examination hearing session(s), if they so request. In considering this, please note that written and oral comments carry the same weight and will be given equal consideration in the examination process.
The examination process is likely to include public hearings. The Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who wish to participate. If you would like to appear and speak at the hearings, please state this and explain in the space provided why you consider it is necessary.
General advice
Where groups or individuals share a common view on the plan, it would be helpful to make a single submission which represents that view, rather than many separate submissions repeating the same points. In such cases the group should indicate how many people it is representing.
All comments must be submitted by 11.59pm on Thursday 26 November 2026. All comments received on the Publication version of the Local Plan will be submitted alongside the plan to the appointed independent Planning Inspector.
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