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Bolton’'sDomestic Abuse Support
in Safe Accommodation Strategy

Introduction
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has a specific focus on domestic abuse support in safe
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will also include the findings and recommendations that
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That strategy will
articulate the broader
partnership response to
domestic apbuse.
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Bolton’'sDomestic Abuse Support
in Safe Accommodation Strategy

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021:
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and evaluate and monitor the effectiveness of it.
The Domestic Abuse Act
B places requirements on housing
- authorities in relation to security
of tenure when rehousing victims
000 CHNAINO0000MOO00000M 0mOn 000ID0O00mmmon ﬂeeing domestic abuse who were
Housing Providers. Prior to the Act victims fleeing from an existing |ifetime social tenant.

assessment to meet identified need.

result of the domestic abuse, or if they fulfilled another available 1o all those fleeing abuse, including those who

********************************** support needs for adults and children fleeing abuse
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Bolton’'sDomestic Abuse Support
in Safe Accommodation Strategy

Safe accommodation

availability in Bolton:
Needs assessment findings:
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dispersed units. Wrap around support is offered which
specialist safe accommodation specifically for BAME,

support offer (if female) or in dispersed and temporary

disability access. All the other flats can accommodate

Demand in our refuge
placement is high with overt:

98%

occupancy..

Out of area residents are also
accepted. From 2018-21,
our refuge accommodated

19%

of victims from outside
the borough.

victims identified having mental health issues. A further
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Bolton has six dispersed domestic abuse specific

Other non-DA specific temporary accommodation
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i000domestic abuse specific. These are generic

There are significant numbers
of domestic abuse cases
placed through this provision
— particularly in our dispersed
locations and through the
female hostel provision.

in Safe Accommodation Strategy

additional domestic abuse specific support is required,

temporary accommodation settings including specifically

family, friends, or sofa surfing. The remaining were in No-

The data sets behind these placements are very fluid
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The officers are specialists trained to support victims
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offer this team provides.

The service offers a victim led approach with regards
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Our Be Secure project
managed by Community
Safety has also target hardened
150 properties in 20/21.
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accommodation we offer support through our Safe
Haven Project which is a step-down support offer
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would still benefit from a lower level of domestic abuse
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already higher. During the first six months of this financial
year, the Safe Haven Officers have supported 129 new
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the previous financial year.
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Gaps identified:

¢ There is insufficient safe accommodation to meet overall demand in
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¢ Victims with teenage children are struggling to find safe refuge
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® The capacity of Haven is very limited as only one officer is employed to
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e Awareness of the Sanctuary Scheme and how it could benefit victims, is
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e ‘Sofa Surfing’ and living with friends and family is also another means
victims are using to flee their abusive relationships. From 2018 to 2021,
138 victims of domestic abuse who were Sofa Surfing, have been
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and are or have been victims of domestic abuse, to ensure that what we have identified for action
to improve and enhance our support offer around domestic abuse is what is required and that this
strategy is fit for purpose.
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Bolton’s Safe Accommodation Strategy:
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To meet the safe accommodation requirements under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, Bolton has identified the following
five priorities:
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to our safe accommodation offer for victims whilst
working towards a comprehensive responsive offer
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at Home to improve our safe accommodation offer to
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¢ Uplifting our support offer around mental health and
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e Increasing our floating support offer so that all victims
MINOMINO000 O 000000MOC0MO00000D IDMO00m
000 00MDO0 MOOmIm000

U 0O MM OOD 00000 OnH MO MO0 MO OO 00
UoomooodDomoooomomoooooommboo mommodrmomm
O00MIImMOoMmmOO0 00 0MIMDOOMIMIMOC 00000 IDMMOmO
00000 U bO0UnBObomho T Biho OMIDIDOID D 0000
1 R [

DMbobobmomioOD 0ooMbmO0IDhMOHo 00000000 O
M0 MOMIDITMMOOmOOOOnMhOmommooon O 0oomoamo
0000MIDNOMOmomoLb0IIDIMmO0MO MIMDo00000

1l



Bolton'sDomestic Abuse Support
in Safe Accommodation Strategy

000000MmMNOM OOmmomooooo
0 IDIMIMOMmIMOO00 0 0000mo

sexuality etc) which affects victims differently.

¢ Ensuring that our safe accommodation offer is
open to all including protected characteristics: It is

against someone because of: Age, disability, gender

to access eg: male victims, BAME communities,

e Enabling options for specific support for vulnerable
victims where there is evidenced need eg: Mental

offending etc within our safe accommodation and in
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refuge via our support workers (additional staff have
been recruited so eight officers currently in post)
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as possible in an effective and co-ordinated way.

¢ Reviewing our Multi-Agency training offer to ensure

operational plans across the workforce so that staff

wider community to encourage the early identification
of DA concerns so that responses are effectively

e Utilising the findings of the Whole System Review

to domestic abuse as well as their findings from the
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How Bolton’s safe
accommodation

strategy will be
delivered

identified action will have an objective set against it,

in Safe Accommodation Strategy

¢ Evaluating the effectiveness of existing safe

the safe accommodation offer will be delivered for

DA offer to residents of Bolton
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How we will know we have
made a difference

¢ Victims have increased capacity and confidence to e Bolton has appropriate and sufficient safe
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* More effective/informed commissioning of services
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Accommodation offer, utilise this and can sign post
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Appendix 1
Bolton Domestic Abuse and Violence Partnership Board: members:
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Appendix 2:
The Domestic Abuse Act 2021

Domestic Abuse Support within safe/relevant accommodation is described as:
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Designed specifically for victims with relevant
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Appendix 3:
Other policy influencers
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¢ Join Targeted Area Inspection Framework:
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e Sector Lead Development: Against Violence and
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Appendix 4:
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Provider: refuge and support)
Tel: DOOOO0MDOOOOO

oOoo00ooo

Tel: DOOOO0MOOOOO

000D MOMINOmMmooomaoa

0 00NmMomaooomaoao

Email: Safeguardingadults@bolton.gov.uk
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Bolton.ppiu@gmp.police.uk
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homelesswelfare@bolton.gov.uk
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helplme@mdependentchomes org.uk
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helpline@womensaid.org.uk
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info@stonewall.org.uk
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response@scope.org.uk
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sbs@leonet.co.uk
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parentsupport@parentlineplus.org.uk
Tel: 0000MOOMOOO

000000000000 mnoo

Tel: 0000MOODIOOO




O0ID0IININ ODDDMOO0MOOMOOnmMmmoon
sufficient safe accommodation and support
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