Westhoughton Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2021

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability

Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

The audit of accounts for Westhoughton Town Councit for the year

ended 31 March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

Notes

This nolice and Sections 1,282
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publcstion on the
smaller authority's website.
The smaller autharity must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must ke
publicly available for 5 years.

2. The Annual Govemance & Accountabilily Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Westhoughton
Town Council on application to:
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3.  Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £7100 ?g)’for €8Ch | (¢) ieort s reasonsble um for

copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.
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Announcement made by: {d)

Date of announcement: ()

copying costs

{d) Insert tha name and position of
parson placing the notice

(8) Insert the date of placing af the
nolice




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of:

WE STRoUGUHTOW TOWwWW  covwail-

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect 1o the Accounting Statementls for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

1. We have pul in place arrangoments for eflective financial
managernent during fhe year, and far the preparaiion of
the zecounting slatements,

prepared iis accounting staternents in accardance
wilhh the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
incloding measures desyned lo prevent and detect fraud
and cormyption and reviewed its eflectiveness.

fmade proper arangements and accepted responsibilily
for safequarding lhe public money and resources in
its charge.

(=]

. We took 3l reasonable sleps lo assure curseives
that there are no matiers of actusl or potential
nun-compliance with lzws, regulations and Proper
Praclices that could have a sigrificant financial effect
on the sbility of this aulharity (o conduc! its
business or manage its inances.

has anly gore what it has the fegal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practives in doing so.

4. We provided proper epporiunily during Lhe year for
the exercise of etectors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounls and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons mieresied the opportunity ta
nspect and ask auestions about this authonty's accounts.

5. We carred oul an assessment of the risks facing this
aulhorily 2nd took approprate sieps (o manage those
risks, including the ntroduchion of internat controls and/for
extemal insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and ofher risks
faces and deall with thewn properly.

6. We maintained throughout the yaar an adeguate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control Systems.

arranged {or a cornpedent person, indepandent of the finenciat
eonirols and procedures, o give an olyective view on whether
intemnal conirois meel the needs of this smaller authorily.

1. We tock approptiale action on all matters raised
in reports from interna! and external audil.

responded to matters brought lo its aftention by internal and
axtemal audit

2. We considered whether any litigation, fiabilities or
commitmients, evenls cr ransactions, ocaurring eilher
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting slalements.

9, {For local councils anly) Trusl funds including
charitable. In pur capacity as the sole managing
trustee we cischarged our accountabilily
respansibilites for the fund{s)/assets, mduding
firancial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit,

discloscd everything it should have about s business activily
during the year inclucing events taking place after the year
end i relevant.

has mel all of its responsbililies where, as & body
carporate. it is & soie managing frustee of a local
{rust or trusls.

*Please provids explanations 1o the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe how the

authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meating of the authorily onv
\y ou 2
and recorded as minute reference:

~<c. ™ C)'\ 2.0\

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was giver:

Chairman
Sy
Clerk QJ{V\ —

Wi, DolYor . aov: O% } wesHnhoughton
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

"Yeareriding ~

3% March
2020
*

31 March -
T 1k B

] Notes and guidance

Pleasw round aif figures to nearest £1. Do not tsave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nif balances. All figures must

A ! £ £ | agree to undariying financisl records. -

1. Balances hrought ; Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the year
forward bb 10\ _-\D‘})q O | as recorded in the financial records. Value musl agree 1o

' 5 . Bax 7 of previcus year,
2. {+) Precept or Rates and . Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rales and levies)
Levies Wwau b ) UAS B85 | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
_ received.
3. (+) Total olher receipts Tolal income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less
5’ L -L}{’.L the precept or ratesevies receivaed (fine 2). Inchide any
qgrants received.

4, {-} Staff costs % ' Tolal expenditure or paymenis made (0 and on behalf

- of alf employees. Include gross salares and wages,
%0 2 i \'+ 25 b Y-y empiayers NI contributions, employers pension
. contributions. gratuilies and severance paymenis.

5. (= Loan inlerest/capital Tolal expendituze or payments of capital and intoresl
repayments 00 Qo0 made during the year on the aiuthorily’s borrowings (if any).

6. {-) All other paymenis i o | Total eﬁrpendﬂure or paymenls as recerded in the cash-

s O O qu 204 1 book iess steff cosis {line 4) and loan inferesi/capitel
) repaymenis (fine 5)

7. (=) Balances carried : - Tolal balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward '10_?’20-‘ O 1 A5 0G| equat (14243 - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and | et e The sum of ail current and deposil bank accounts, cash
short lerm investments ' \393""!‘}-’\'!' C\"\ \Jb-\ 1 holdings and stiorl term invesiments held as st 31 March -

-l e : To agree with bank recancillation.

9. Total fixed assets plus : - _ =4 The vaive of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments A g o\ {1 - up of afl its fixed assels and long lerm investmenis as at
and assets ' R 20 31 March.

10. Total borrowings ' s ; The outstanding capital balance as al 31 March of all lozns

o0 OO0 | from third parties (inchuding PWLB).

14. {For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note o The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole lrustee for

re Trust funds (including charifable) and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.
71 N.B. The figures in the accounting slatements above do
| not include any Trust transaclions,

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
tatements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on éither a receipls and payments

i confirm that these Accounting Siatements were
approved by this authority on this date:

(TATR LA

or income and expendilure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authoritfes — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present 1aidy
the finandial position of this authority.

Signed by Respansible Financiat Officer before being
presented 1o the authority for approval

o~
N \os\ 102y

as recorded in minute reference:

e A1 L0

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Stalements were approved

Date
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
Inrespectof ~~ 'WESTHOUGHTON TOWN COUNCIL — LA0226

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retum in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

s summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

extemnal audilors.

Qur responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO} on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

‘On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR s in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make I%}el’
provision during the year 2021/22 for the exarcise of public rights, since the approval date was on the same day as the stan of the pariod for the
exercise of public rights. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No' to Assertion 4 of the Annual Govemance Statement for 2021/22 and
lensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2022/23.

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021.

External Auditor Name
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