
Useful information available to zoo applicants 

Zoo Licensing Act 1981: Guide to the Act’s provisions 

The licensing and inspection of zoos is a matter for local authorities. This guidance 
document has been published to help local authorities carry out their duties.  

Zoo Licensing Act 1981: Guide to the Act’s provisions  

Secretary of State’s Standards of Modern Zoo Practice 

Sets out the minimum standards that zoos are expected to meet. The standards 
cover: 

• animal welfare 
• public safety 
• conservation 
• education 

Standards of modern zoo practice 2012   

The 2012 Secretary of State’s standards of modern zoo practice will remain in effect 
until 23 May 2027. These standards cover England and Scotland. 

Standards of modern zoo practice 2027 

The new standards of modern zoo practice 2027 will come into effect from 24 May 
2027 and will cover Great Britain (England, Wales and Scotland).  The new 
standards also include requirements with longer transition times. These are: 

• new requirements for tethering birds of prey – these will come into effect on 1 
January 2030 (read Appendix A6: birds of prey) 

• the use of the free contact management, the ankus and electric goads for 
elephants must be phased out by 1 January 2030 (read Appendix A8: 
elephants) 

• new requirements for enclosure sizes for elephants will come into effect on 1 
January 2040 (read Appendix A8: elephants) 

Secretary of State’s Standards of Modern Zoo Practice  

The Zoos Expert Committee (ZEC) 

ZEC advises the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and 
the Scottish, Northern Irish, and Welsh Governments on zoo matters. This includes 
animal welfare, conservation, education, scientific research and public safety in 
zoos.  For additional information please see: 

UK Zoos Expert Committee (ZEC) - GOV.UK 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2012/09/11/zoo-licensing-act-guide-pb13793/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2012/09/11/standards-zoo-practice-pb13806/
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/uk-zoos-expert-committee-zec
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