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ZOO LICENSING ACT 1981 

 
LICENCE TO OPERATE A ZOO 

 
 
 

Part 1 
 
Bolton Council being a local Authority responsible for licensing zoos under the Zoo Licensing Act 1981 
(‘the Act’) 
 
HEREBY LICENSE  
 
Name of licence applicant:  Mr Anthony Grimshaw and Mr Carl Grimshaw 
 
Office held:     Directors of Smithills Open Farm Ltd 
 
To operate the premises known as: Smithills Open Farm Ltd, Harricroft Farm, Smithills Dean Road, 

Bolton, BL1 7NS (‘the zoo’) 
 

Situated within the area of the said authority, subject to the conditions attached to this licence.  
 
This licence is issued in accordance with the Act for a period of six years and shall remain in force from 
the 6th August 2022 until the 5th August 2028. 
 
Issue date:   16/09/2022 
 
Signed:   
    
 
Name in capitals:  JON DYSON 
 
Office held:  Place Services Director 
 
On behalf of Bolton Council, Regulatory Services, Directorate of Place, Ellesmere House, Mayor Street, 
Bolton, BL3 5DT 
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Part 2 
 
Licence conditions (required by section 1A of the Act): 
 
The operator of the Zoo must ensure that the following measures are implemented in the zoo: 
 

➢ promote public education and awareness in relation to conservation of biodiversity, in particular 

by providing information about the species of wild animals kept in the zoo and their natural 

habitats.  

 

➢ accommodating and keeping the animals in a manner which meets the standards set out in the 

Secretary of State's Standards of Modern Zoo Practice.  

 

➢ preventing escape of animals and putting in place measures to be taken in the event of any 

escape or unauthorised release of animals.  

 

➢ preventing the intrusion of pests and vermin into the premises of the zoo.  

 

➢ keeping up-to-date records of the Zoo’s collection of animals, including records of the numbers 

of different animals, acquisitions, births, death, disposals and escapes of animals, causes of 

any such deaths; and the health of the animals.  

 

➢ Participating in at least one of the following:  

 

➢ Research from which conservation benefits accrue to species of wild animals; 

➢ Training in relevant conservation skills; 

➢ The exchange of information relating to the conservation of species of wild animals;  

➢ Where appropriate, breeding of wild animals in captivity;  

➢ Where appropriate, the repopulation of an area with, or the re-introduction into the wild 

of, wild animals.  
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Part 3 
 
Other conditions: 
 
Additional conditions to ensure the proper conduct of the Zoo in all other respects, during the period of 
the licence. 
 
Insurance 
 

1. Within one month of the date of the licence and one month of the date of renewal of the policy, 
where applicable, a copy of the Zoo’s current public liability insurance policy, and of subsequent 
renewals thereof, to be sent to the licensing authority. 

 
Hazardous animals 
 

2. The Licensing Authority to be notified in writing, at least one month in advance, of the proposed 
addition of any animal listed in category 1 of the Hazardous Animal Categorisation (see Appendix 
12 of the Secretary of State’s Standards of Modern Zoo Practice), which is from a taxonomic 
family of which Category 1 species have not previously been kept in the zoo. 
 

Temporary Removal of Animals from the Zoo 
 

3. The Licensee to notify the Licensing Authority before the temporary removal from the Zoo (other 
than for veterinary attention or inter-zoo movements) of any animal listed in Category 1 of the 
Hazardous Animal Categorisation of Secretary of States Standards of Modern Zoo Practice.  
Such notification should be given as early as possible and, in any case, no later than 12 hours 
before the removal, unless the Zoo operator and licensing authority mutually agree a shorter 
period.  The notification should include details of the destination, the method of transportation of 
the animal, the arrangements for its well-being, and the arrangement for the safety of the public 
whilst it is away from the Zoo. 

 
Escapes 
 

4. In the event of any non-domestic animal escaping from the confines of the Zoo, notification shall 
be made to the licensing authority as soon as possible, and, in any case, not later than 24 hours 
following the escape. 

 
Stock records 
 

5. An annual stocklist of all animals must be kept and a copy must be forwarded to the local 
authority no later than 1 April of the year following to that which it relates.  The stocklist should be 
in a multi-column format similar, for example, to Section 9.5 of the secretary of States Standards 
of Modern Zoo Practice, or to those that are produced by ZIMS or ARKS. 

 

Electrical inspection certificate 

 

6. The zoo licence holder must produce a copy of the full formal 3 year electrical inspection certificate 

(including any relevant recommendations) to the licensing authority.  

This Condition must be completed within 3 months from the date on which this Condition takes 

effect.  
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Pest control 

 

7. The Zoo licence holder must produce to the Licensing Authority evidence that a program of control 

for pest and vermin has been put in place at the Zoo and written reports of its effectiveness be kept 

at the zoo.  

This condition must be completed within 3 months from the date on which this condition takes effect. 

 

Veterinary care plan 

 

8. The zoo licence holder in conjunction with the zoo's Veterinary Surgeon must review and update 

the current veterinary care plans, for the animals kept at the zoo to include a comprehensive plan 

for each group and /or species of animals present, to include where appropriate geriatric / disabled 

care and monitoring for zoonotic disease. In addition copies of animal treatment records and 

evidence of the Veterinary Surgeon's CPD , must be kept at the zoo.  

This condition must be completed within 6 months from the date on which this condition takes effect.  

 

Labelling of freezers 

 

9. The zoo licence holder must mark each freezer in use in the zoo with a label which appropriately 

identifies the use and contents held. The label to conform with accepted practice and any applicable 

health and safety regulations currently in force. (e.g animal by products regs).  

This condition must be completed within 3 months from the date on which this condition takes effect.  

 

Bite risks 

 

10. The zoo licence holder must prevent the public being able to place their hands (or other parts of 

their body) through the gate bars of the enclosures containing animals where a bite risk exists. This 

may be done by meshing the gate fronts or an internal of external stand off barrier, or other effective 

action which minimises this risk.  

This condition to be completed within 3 months from the date on which this condition takes effect. 

 

Smithills Open Farm Ltd must keep information to show how it has complied and supply it to the local 

authority upon request.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes:  
 

1) These conditions are attached to the licence without prejudice to the application, where relevant, 
of the Secretary of State’s Standards of Modern Zoo Practice specified in accordance with powers 
conferred under Section 9 of the Zoo Licensing Act 1981. 

 
2) The grant of this licence does not imply that the requirements of any other legislation have been 

met. 


