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The Mental Capacity Act (2005) (MCA) and Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) During the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Pandemic

Annex A: Decision-making flow chart for decision makers in hospitals and care
home

Mental Capacity Act and DoLS does not
apply.
Treat on the basis of consent.

Yes

DoLS does not apply.
Treat by a best interests decision under
the MCA

The current authorisation may provide
the legal basis for these measures

No Yes

A Dol S authorisation is needed. An urgent
authorisation may be appropriate. Follow

et
shortened form.

A referral to the Court may also be
appropriate.
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