
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORT BREAKS FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

What?  Who? How? 

UNIVERSAL, NON ASSESSED 

SHORT BREAKS 

What? 

Activities and events for all children, 

for example: 

 Support from your family and 

friends provide -   a trip out, a bit 

of sitting, an invitation for tea or 

for an overnight stay 

 youth clubs  

 sports and arts based activities  

 after school activities  

 school holiday schemes  
How? 

 Find out what’s available locally. 

Ask around! 

 Check out Bolton’s SEND (Special 

Educational Needs and Disability) 

Local Offer  on Bolton Council 

website. This details resources 

for young people 0 – 25.  

Conduct disorders and/or 

mental ill health 

Conduct disorders as a result of 

childhood experience and/or 

mental health difficulties do not 

meet threshold criteria and 

would be redirected. 

 

TARGETED NON ASSESSED 

SHORT BREAKS –  

What? 

Activities and events that are set up for 

disabled children, but don’t require a 

formal assessment, for example: 

 AFC Masters Football Club 

 Wheels For All cycling 

 Activ8 at the Octagon 

 Bolton Disability Sports 

Association. 

 

How? 

Check the Local offer. 

Ring our Parent information & Support 

worker, Elaine Nuttall 

Check out the website and Facebook 

pages of Parent Consortium. 

 

 

ASSESSED SHORT BREAKS 

What? 

These are our specialised services 

aimed at disabled children and young 

people with the highest level of need 

who cannot enjoy a short break from 

a universal or targeted service.  

They include services provided via 

Bridges: 

 Residential short breaks 

 Family based short breaks 

 Sessional support 

 Family Support 

 Social and leisure groups 

 

And those services commissioned by 

Bridges: 

 

 Play is For All 

 Out of school clubs 

 Resourced play scheme places 

 

How? 

 

Because these services are specialist, 

the assessment process looks at  a 

threshold criteria  

 

which you would need to reach. This 

is to ensure that the services are 

right for you and your child and to 

enable us signpost you to other 

services if not.  

 

The need for some specialist short 

break services can be met via a Direct 

Payment and you may be given this 

option following your assessment. 

 

 

 

 What is the Threshold Criteria? 

In determining criteria, we must look not only at a child’s diagnosis, 

but also the impact of that impairment on the child as an individual 

and on the family.  A medical diagnosis, for example, cerebral palsy 

or ASD, is insufficient to access services as each spans a wide 

spectrum of impact. 

Our specialist services are designed to work with severely disabled 

children and young people. This is reflected by... 

 The award of DLA at middle or higher rate 

 A statement of educational needs or an Education, Health and 

Care plan indicating 15 hours a week or more support in school  

 A clear medical diagnosis from a named professional 

In addition, we will look at the impact of the child’s disability by 

carrying out an assessment with you that looks at all aspects of your 

child’s life, strengths, skills, needs, family situation etc.  

PLEASE REMEMBER….. 

Not all children who meet threshold criteria need a specialist service.  

Increasingly, settings are more inclusive and welcome our children. 

We work hard with our partners to develop these inclusive services 

reserving our specialist services for those with the highest level of 

need. Only 20 - 25% of children who meet criteria currently need 

specialist services and often, only for a limited time. 

 

 

http://www.localdirectory.bolton.gov.uk/send.aspx
http://www.localdirectory.bolton.gov.uk/send.aspx
http://bpcc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/655081761272561/?fref=ts


HOW DO I REQUEST AN ASSESSMENT? We suggest that you ask to see our Parent Information and 

Support Worker, (01204 337102). She will talk to you about the threshold criteria for The Record 

(Bolton’s database of disability) and advise you about universal, targeted and specialist services. If 

you have a social worker from the Children with Disabilities Social Work team, you can discuss 

with your social worker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A SOCIAL WORKER FROM THE CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES SOCIAL WORK TEAM? 

YES NO
 Child can go On The Record. 

Pack handed over, Elaine to 

give relevant guidance and 

signposting.  

 Child can go On The Record. 

Pack handed over, Elaine to 

give relevant guidance and 

signposting.  

O 

Social worker will already have completed Threshold 

Criteria Screening Tool. Child will meet criteria for the 

Record and specialist services.  Social Worker can 

place your childs name on the Record and assess for 

specialist services. (If your social worker is from 

Safeguarding Team, they will liaise with CWD Team to 

establish whether threshold criteria is met) 

Parent Information & Support Worker 

will arrange home visit 

Home visit 

Interview with Parent/Carer 

 

Are first three threshold criteria 

reached? 

 

YES 
Continue with the interview to 

see if impact of disability scores 

high in any of the areas 

NO 

There would be insufficient evidence at this stage to assess 

whether threshold criteria has been reached. What 

outcome do you want – do you feel that specialist services 

would be needed to improve the quality of life for you and 

your child? (Play Is For All, Residential, Bolton Shared Care, 

Family Support, Commissioned Services, Iain groups, Class 

@BECOM) 

Child can go on The 

Record. Pack 

handed over, with 

relevant guidance 

and signposting.  

 

YES 

NO
 Child can go On The Record. 

Pack handed over, Elaine to 

give relevant guidance and 

signposting.  

 Child can go On The Record. 

Pack handed over, Elaine to 

give relevant guidance and 

signposting.  

O 

ARE SPECIALIST SERVICES BEING REQUESTED? 

YES NO
 Child can go On The Record. 

Pack handed over, Elaine to 

give relevant guidance and 

signposting.  

 Child can go On The Record. 

Pack handed over, Elaine to 

give relevant guidance and 

signposting.  

O 
 Early Help Form from any involved professional 

(education or health).  Presentation to Resource 

Allocation Meeting (RAM) for appropriate 

allocation/follow up.  Please note that in some situations, 

where professionals note a high level of need or an 

urgent need for a family, a Child Action Meeting may be 

called by that professional to address the situation swiftly 

and get all agencies together to reach a solution for a 

family.   Threshold criteria to be assessed as part of this 

process if not already established. 

Form to be sent FAO Jane Pout/Sally Hinde, Castle Hill 

Centre, Castleton Street, Bolton BL2 2JW  

Guidance, signposting and keeping in touch. 

Family can request either another Record visit 

should circumstances change or, request a 

specialist assessment to establish whether 

threshold criteria has been met should the need 

for specialist services arise.  


