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Private Hire knowledge test
NB – You cannot use a licensed private hire vehicle for the purpose of this driver test

Once we receive your Criminal Records Bureau certificate and we are able to proceed, we will contact you to book a private hire driver test.  You have two attempts at the test which are included in your initial fee.  Any further tests will incur a fee.  If you cannot attend a test appointment you need to give the Licensing Unit a minimum of 48 hours notice.  Failure to do so will result in a late cancellation fee.
You will receive confirmation of your test date in writing.  Documents required on the day are:

· Full DVLA driver licence – photocard and counterpart

· Current MOT for vehicle you are using

· Original insurance document – this must show that you are insured to use the vehicle.

If you are using a vehicle which does not belong to you, you will need written consent from the legal owner that you can use it for the driver test and proof that you are insured to drive it.

If you are using a courtesy car or leased vehicle for the test, you must provide the hire agreement documents and proof that you are insured to use the vehicle.

The test is in three parts as follows:

1.
Knowledge of hire car law

This will consist of the tester asking up to 15 oral questions on the law as it relates to hire car work.  The questions will be taken from the information given in the Guidance of a Private Hire Driver Licence. Conditions of a Private Hire Driver and General Matters & Offences.  Six of these questions will be compulsory, these are:-


(a)
If you are convicted of an offence by a Court, what action should you take?


(b)
What is the rule about Fixed Penalties?


(c)
Where must you wear your hire car drivers badge?


(d)
What are your duties when passengers are entering or leaving your car?


(e)
What must you do if you change your address?


(f)
If someone flags you down or approaches you in the street and asks you to take him/her somewhere, what must you do?

2.
Driving ability

At the discretion of an Authorised Officer, a drivers' overall ability to drive and manoeuvre safely will be arranged in conjunction with part 3(a) of the test.

3.
Knowledge of Bolton
(a) The applicant will be required to drive along the shortest (not the fastest) practicable route between two points.  Below are examples of journeys you may be tested on by the examiner for this part of the test:-

· Bolton Town Hall to Bolton General Hospital

· Bolton Town Hall to Beaumont Hospital

· Bolton Town Hall to Hulton Lane Hospital

· Bolton Town Hall to Westhoughton Council Offices

· Bolton Town Hall to Guide Dogs for The Blind Association

· Bolton Town Hall to Brownlow Precinct

· Bolton General Hospital to Bolton Town Hall

· Bolton General Hospital to Little Lever Cricket Club

· Bolton School to Smithills School

· B.I.H.E. (Deane Road) to Bolton General Hospital

· Hulton Lane Hospital to Bolton General Hospital

· Bolton Cricket Club to Brownlow Precinct

· Dave's Aquarium to Bolton Town Hall

· Harwood Golf Club to "Hare & Hounds", Bury Road

· Brownlow Precinct to Overdale

· Smithills School to B.I.H.E. (Deane Road)

· Little Lever Cricket Club to B.I.H.E. (Chadwick Street)

· Beaumont Hospital to Bolton Town Hall

· Blackrod Railway Station to Horwich Leisure Centre

· Westhoughton Council Offices to Lostock Park Railway Station

· Horwich Leisure Centre to Bolton Town Hall

· Farnworth Police Station to Beaumont Hospital

· Brownlow Precinct to Harwood Golf Club

· Lostock Park Railway Station to Blackrod Railway Station

· Guide Dogs for The Blind Association to Farnworth Police Station

(b) The applicant will be asked to locate 5 of the following places of interest.  All five questions must be answered correctly.

· Astley Bridge Police Station

· Beaumont Hospital

· Bolton Parish Church

· Bolton Rugby Union Football Club

· Bolton Student Village (Orlando Village)

· Britain's Aquatic Superstore (Dave's Aquarium)

· Crompton Lodges Recreation Area

· Deane Golf Club

· Delph Sailing Club

· Europa Trading Estate

· Farnworth Baths

· Farnworth Little Theatre

· Farnworth Police Station

· Firwood Fold

· Great Lever and Farnworth Golf Club

· Harwood Golf Club

· Horwich Golf Club

· Horwich Tesco

· Jumbles Country Park

· The Last Drop Village

· Lyon Industrial Estate

· Middle Hulton Police Station

· Old Links Golf Club

· Training Centre for Guide Dogs

· Westhoughton Cricket Ground

· Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market
The following points should be noted:-
· the candidate must be able to demonstrate good communication skills.
· The candidate will be asked to drive to various points throughout the borough i.e. Recreation centres, train stations, supermarkets etc..
· the candidate will be required to calculate a fare on conclusion of a route.
· the candidate will be required to answer additional “compulsory” questions.
· the candidate may be asked to describe a route that he/she would take i.e. How to get to manchester airport.
The candidate will be required to demonstrate his/her capabilities in using an a-z map guide
Driver test pass certificate

The pass certificate will be valid for 30 days from date of issue.  A licence must be issued within this period otherwise the test must be retaken and a fee will be payable.  To be issued with your licence you need to present:

· Test pass certificate

· your full DVLA licence 

· Completed Medical Certificate LG7  
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