BENEFIT RATES FROM October 2011 


	Income Related Jobseekers Allowance (JSA)

Income Support (IS)

Housing Benefit (HB)

Council Tax Benefit (CTB)

	PERSONAL ALLOWANCES
	

	Single Person
	

	Age 16-24
	£53.45

	Age 25 or over
	£67.50

	Age 60 -64 – (HB/CTB ONLY)
	£137.35

	Age 65 plus  (HB/CTB only)
	£157.90

	Lone Parent
	

	Age 18 or over
	£67.50

	Age 60-64 (HB/CTB ONLY)
	£137.35

	Age 65 plus (HB/CTB ONLY)
	£157.90

	Couple (if one or both under 18 seek advice )

	Age 18 or over
	£105.95

	Age 60-65 (HB/CTB only)
	£209.70

	Age 65 plus  (HB/CTB only)
	£236.80

	Children 
	

	per child
	62.33

	PREMIUMS
	

	Family 
	£17.40

	Family (protected rate HB & CTB)
	£22.20

	Child under 1 (HB/CTB only )
	£10.50

	Disability   
	Single

Couple
	£28.85
£41.10

	Disabled child
	£53.62

	Enhanced Disability 
	Single                              Couple

Child
	£14.05
£20.25

£21.63

	Severe Disability 

                  
	Single                   

Couple one qualifies

Couple both qualify
	£55.30
£55.30

£110.60

	Carers
	£31.00

	Pensioner            
	Single (JSA only)   

Couple
	£69.85
£103.75

	Income related Employment Support Allowance (ESA)

	Assessment phase

	Lone parent under 18
	£53.45

	Single under 25
	£53.45

	Single over25/lone parent over 18
	£67.50

	Couple (if one or both under 18 check Handbook)
	£105.95

	Post –assessment phase
	

	Lone parent under 18
	£67.50

	Single under 25
	£67.50

	Premiums

	Carer
	£31.00

	Enhanced disability-single
	£14.05

	Enhanced disability-couple
	£20.25

	Severe Disability -single
	£55.30

	Severe Disability -couple one qualifies
	£55.30

	Severe Disability - couple both qualify
	£110.60

	Pensioners –should  seek advice

	Additional components

	Work related activity component
	£26.75

	Support component
	£32.35

	Income Support/ Income Related Jobseekers Allowance

	DISREGARDS - not a complete list

	Earnings 
	

	            Standard rate - single
	 £5.00

	            Standard rate - couple
	£10.00

	            Higher rate
	£20.00

	There is NO childcare disregard

	Child Maintenance Premium disregard -new cases from 3.3.03
	£10.00

	Widowed parents allowance/ War disablement pension disregard
	£10.00

	MORTGAGE INTEREST

	Check restriction/reductions and
 non-dependant deductions

	Residential & Nursing CARE 

	Capital rule (for Benefits)
people in permanent residential care - cut off 

Amount disregarded
	£16,000

£10,000

	Capital rule ( For Local Authority) charging scheme in residential care – cut off 

Amount disregarded

Personal expenses (Local Authority)for residential and nursing homes
	£23,250
£14,250
£22.60

	Capital

	Capital cut off: IS/JSA/HB/CTB (unless claimant is in receipt of the guarantee element of Pension

Credit when there is no limit )
	£16,000

	Capital disregard 

Child disregard 
	£6,000

£3,000

	TARIFF INCOME
	

	£1 for each £250 (or part of) over £6,000 if under 60.  Different rules apply if over pension age
£1 for each £500 (or part of) over £10,000.

	Housing Benefit (HB)

Council Tax Benefit (CTB)

	DISREGARDS  ! not a complete list

	    Earnings disregard if:

	Premium for disability or carer
	£20.00

	Lone parent
	£25.00

	One or both partners of a couple in work
	£10.00

	Working over 30/16 hrs
	£17.10

	Single person
	£5.00

	Maintenance disregard
	£15.00

	Child care:  one child                     £175.00

	                 two or more                £300.00

	Tapers  65% for rent  20% for CT

	Income Support, Housing Benefit

Income Related Jobseekers Allowance

	NON-DEPENDANT DEDUCTIONS

	From mortgage interest or HB rent rebate or allowance.

Age 18 or over, working 16 hours or more a week and gross income between: 

	£122 – £179.99 
	£21.55

	£180 – £233.99
	£29.60

	£234 - £309.99
	£48.45

	£310 - £386.99
	£55.20

	£387 or more
	£60.60

	Age 16-17 or on YT or a full-time student or a boarder 

Age 18-24 and on IS
	NIL

	Claimant or partner blind or gets

 AA or DLA for care needs
	NIL

	Others 

Age 18 or over +not in remunerative work or earns under £122.00

Age 25+ on IS/ JSA/IB/ESA(I-R) 
	£9.40

	Council Tax Benefit (CTB)
	

	NON DEPENDANT DEDUCTIONS
	

	Age 18 or over, working 16 hours+ gross income between -

	£180 - £309.99
	£5.70

	£310 - £386.99
	£7.20

	£387 or more
	£8.60

	Others age 18 or over/Gross income under £178
	£2.85

	Age 16-17 or age 18 or over on IS or a discount applies or in hospital 6 or more weeks
	NIL

	Claimant or partner blind or gets AA or DLA for care needs
	NIL

	SECOND ADULT(S) REBATE
	

	On Income Support/Means tested JSA/ESA, Pension Credit
	25%

	Gross income below £177 
	15%

	Gross income £177 - £230.99
	7.5%

	Gross income £231.00 or more
	NIL

	Housing Benefit (HB)

	FUEL CHARGE: DEDUCTIONS FROM RENT

	Heating   £21.55          Hot water     £2.50

	Lighting  £1.75            Cooking        £2.50

	MEALS DEDUCTED FROM RENT

	Full board: 

each person age 16 or over

each child under 16
	£24.05
£12.15

	Half board:

each person age 16 or over

each child under 16
	£16.00
£8.05

	Breakfast only: each adult or child
	£2.95

	Working Tax Credit

	Elements                                  
	yearly

	Basic                             
	£1920

	Couple/lone parent 
	£1950

	30 hours 
	£ 790

	Disabled worker 
	£2650

	Severely disabled adult 
	£1130

	50+ return to work

16-29 hours                      

30+ hours 
	£1365
£2030

	Childcare costs 
	Weekly

	(70% of eligible costs) to maximum of:     1 child                               

                        2+ children 
	£175

£300

	Taper                                          41 %

	Threshold                         
	£6420

	Child Tax Credit

	Family element
	£545

	Child element
	£2555

	Disabled child 
	£2800

	Severely disabled child 
	£1130

	Threshold for CTC only
	£15,860

	Second Threshold           £40,000

Taper                           = 41%

Second Taper                = 41%

	Disability benefits


	

	Disability Living Allowance

	DLA Care needs: higher
	£73.60

	                            middle
	£49.30

	                            lower
	£19.55

	DLA Mobility:            higher
	£51.40

	                                 lower
	£19.55

	Attendance Allowance 

	                                 higher
	£73.60

	                                 lower
	£49.30

	Carer's  Allowance (ICA)

	
	£55.55

	Increase: adult dependant
	£32.70

	 child * 


£8.10 / £11.35

	SDA (existing claimants only)

	
	£62.95

	Increase:        adult dependant
	£32.90

	 child * 


£8.10/£11.35

	Also see age related additions below

	Industrial Disablement Benefit



	100% rate (maximum)
	£150.30

	Contributory Benefits



	Retirement Pension (RP)

	Basic Pension
	£102.15

	Increase:         adult dependant
	£61.20

	 child * 


£8.10/£11.35

	Contributory Jobseekers Allowance

	Under 18
	£53.45

	Age 18-24
	£53.45

	Age 25 +
	£67.56

	Statutory Sick Pay (SSP)**

	Threshold £102.00
	£81.80

	Incapacity Benefit (IB

	Short term IB      
	

	lower rate
	£71.10

	higher rate
	£84.15

	Increase:      adult dependant
	£42.65

	Child *(with higher rate only) £8.10/£11.35

	over pension age - lower rate
	£90.45

	                            - higher rate
	£94.25                             

	Increase:       adult dependent         
	£54.75

	Long Term IB
	

	
	£94.25

	Increase:   adult dependant
	£54.75

	                child *

 £8.10/£11.35

	            age allowance under 35
	£13.80

	            age allowance 35-44
	£5.60

	Permitted Work

	Higher limit

Lower limit
	£97.50
£20.00

	Age Related Additions

	If getting Invalidity Benefit/SDA before 13.4.95 Reduced by SERPS or contracted-out pensions

	Higher rate (under 40)
	£13.80

	Middle rate (40-49)
	£7.10

	Lower rate (50-59)
	£5.60

	Contributory Employment Support Allowance

	Assessment phase- under 25
	£53.45

	Assessment phase- 25 plus
	£67.50

	Post assessment phase
	£67.50

	Work related activity component
	£26.75

	Support component
	£32.35

	Bereavement Benefits

	Bereavement payment - lump sum


	£2,000



	Widowed parents allowance/ maximum bereavement allowance
	£100.70

	 child * 


£8.10/£11.35

	Earnings Rules
	

	Retirement Pension/Bereavement Benefit

                  Earnings ignored

	Carer's Allowance

	£100.00

	Pension Credit


	Standard Minimum Guarantee

	Single

Couple
	£137.35
£209.70

	Severe disability:

Single

Couple - one qualifies

          -  both qualify
	 £55.30
 £55.30
 £110.60

	Carers

	 £31.00

	Savings Credit threshold

	Single

Couple

Max Savings Credit: Single

                             Couple
	 £103.15
£164.55
£20.52
£27.09

	Capital    No upper limit

	Usual Disregard

Residential Care Disregard
	£10,000

£10,000

	Tariff income

	£1 for every £500 or part thereof above

	Non dependant deductions - as IS

	Children 



	SureStart Maternity Payment

	
	£500

	Child Benefit       

	First Child

Other Children
	£20.30
£13.40

	Guardians Allowance

	
	£14.75

	Statutory Maternity Pay (SMP)

	
	£128.73

	Higher rate paid for first 6 weeks
	9/10ths wage

	Maternity Allowance 

	Lasts for 26 weeks (max) 

threshold £30
	£128.73

	Statutory Paternity Pay**

	
	£128.73

	Statutory Adoption Pay**

	
	£128.73


**Earnings threshold is £102.00 
	The Minimum Wage

	From October 2011:
Apprentice rate
16-17

18-21

Age 22+
	£2.60
£3.68
£4.98
£6.08


*Reduced for eldest/only child when Child Benefit is payable.  Replaced by Child Tax Credit for new claimants.

Caution !
Information correct as of October 2011
This is not a full statement of the law or all benefit rates. 
Benefit rates can be further affected by income/capital.
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